
 

The Free Pattern Hunter's Guide: Where to Find 
Reliable, Legally Free Printable Sewing Patterns 

 

1. Fabric Manufacturer Websites 

Major textile companies release free patterns specifically designed to showcase 

their collections. These are commercially vetted instructions with professional 

grading and layout. 

●​ Moda Fabrics — Visit the Inspiration + Resources → Free Patterns section at 
my.modafabrics.com/inspiration-resources/free-patterns. The 
archive contains over 80 free quilting and sewing projects, including the 
annual Blockheads block-of-the-week series and the Windsor Tote pattern 
from the Project Jelly Roll line. 

●​ Robert Kaufman Fabrics — Navigate to Quilts & Patterns → Free at 
robertkaufman.com/quilting/quilts_patterns/free/. As of 2026, 
the library hosts over 1,700 free projects: quilts, pillows, bed runners, bags, 
and aprons. All PDFs are available for immediate download. 

●​ Riley Blake Designs — Check both Free Patterns and Free Sewing Patterns at 
rileyblakedesigns.com/free-patterns and 
rileyblakedesigns.com/free-sewing-patterns. The company runs 
an annual RBD Quilt Block Challenge, releasing 16 free 10-inch blocks from 
different designers with video tutorials. Free garment, bag, and home-dec 
patterns are also available. 

●​ Art Gallery Fabrics (AGF) — Browse Free Quilting Patterns and Free Sewing 
Patterns at liveartgalleryfabrics.com/free-quilting-patterns/ 
and liveartgalleryfabrics.com/free-sewing-patterns/. The 
library is updated monthly and includes quilts, pillowcases, table runners, 
bags, and clutches with detailed cutting diagrams. 



 
Search Tip: When you find a fabric collection you love, append free pattern PDF 

to the manufacturer’s name. Nearly every major brand (FreeSpirit, Michael Miller, 

Cotton + Steel) maintains a hidden archive of free projects. 

 

2. Indie Designer Blogs 

Independent designers use simple free patterns as lead magnets to grow their email 

lists. In exchange for your address, you receive a professionally prepared PDF. 

●​ Helen's Closet Patterns — The blog curates lists of the best free patterns 
available online. Newsletter subscribers receive the Costa Tote Bag, a 
reversible design with four side pockets. 

●​ Megan Nielsen Patterns — Subscribers receive the Acacia Undies, a 
bikini-style brief with three elastic finishing methods, graded up to a 58-inch 
hip. 

●​ Grainline Studio — The cult-favorite Hemlock Tee is a free drop-shoulder 
oversized T-shirt pattern, graded up to a 59-inch hip. 

●​ Closet Core Patterns — Registration grants access to the Dog Coat pattern, an 
excellent scrap-busting project for coat-weight fabrics. 

●​ Fibre Mood — The sewing magazine publishes free digital patterns, such as 
the Frances Shirt (a boat-neck blouse graded up to a 57.5-inch bust). 

●​ Peppermint Magazine — Previously published free patterns from renowned 
designers (e.g., the Everyday Dress by In the Folds). While most patterns are 
now paid, magazine subscribers receive four free digital patterns per year, and 
each issue includes one free pattern. 

●​ SewCanShe — One of the largest free archives at 
sewcanshe.com/free-sewing-patterns/: bags, wallets, quilts, 
organizers, children’s clothing, and pet accessories. Every project includes a 
step-by-step photo tutorial and a printable PDF. 

●​ Muna and Broad — Specializes in plus-size patterns without an upper size 
limit. Free offerings include the Glebe Pants (wide-leg elastic-waist trousers) 
and the Atrax Top (stand-collar top requiring only 1 meter of fabric). 



 
 

3. Library Archives & Digital Magazines 

Municipal libraries provide free access to paid databases through apps like Libby 

(OverDrive) and similar platforms. This allows you to download current issues of 

sewing magazines that often contain codes for free pattern downloads. 

●​ Libby / OverDrive — With a library card, you can access magazines such as 
Simply Sewing, Sew News, The Pattern Pages, Love Sewing, and Burda Style. 
Digital versions of The Pattern Pages and Simply Sewing typically publish 
download codes for free patterns on the publishers’ websites. 

●​ Creativebug — A video-course platform for sewing that includes patterns. 
Available free through many libraries in the United States, Canada, Australia, 
and the United Kingdom. 

●​ Magazine Websites with Free Archives: 
○​ Sew Daily (sewdaily.com/sew-news-free-patterns) — Free 

patterns from Sew News magazine. 
○​ Gathered (gathered.how/sewing-downloads) — Digital downloads 

accompanying Simply Sewing. 
○​ The Pattern Pages (thepatternpages.co.uk) — Each digital issue 

contains a code to download an included pattern. 

Important Note: If your local library does not subscribe to a specific resource, check 

reciprocity programs—a card from one city or county often unlocks access to 

neighboring systems. 

 

4. YouTube Video Descriptions 



 
Video instructors place direct PDF links in their video descriptions to drive 

engagement and subscriptions. 

●​ Jazidoes — A channel entirely dedicated to free sewing resources accessible 
via library cards. Video descriptions compile links to digital magazines, 
Creativebug, and free pattern databases. 

●​ Sew Essential — Reviews new indie patterns with direct links to shops and 
free pattern downloads in the descriptions. 

●​ DIY Daisy and Sew Vera Venus — Creators frequently embed free patterns and 
cutting templates directly in their video descriptions. 

Search Tactic: In the YouTube search bar, use queries like 

"free PDF pattern" sewing tutorial "description" 

or search the hashtag #freepatternfriday. Many creators publish patterns 

exclusively in descriptions without separate blog posts. 

 

5. Specialized Platforms & Aggregators 

●​ Mood Fabrics (moodfabrics.com) — The famous New York fabric store 
from Project Runway. The free pattern section includes designs like the 
Almond Bodysuit and the Atlas Cosplay Coat. Instructions are minimal, so 
these are best suited for experienced sewists. 

●​ Freesewing.org — An open-source platform that generates patterns to your 
individual measurements. Especially valuable for menswear and unisex 
patterns, which are underrepresented in the free segment. 

●​ Ralph Pink — Offers free basic slopers/blocks, swimwear, and corset patterns. 
Ideal for those learning pattern drafting and manipulation. 

●​ Sew in Love — Free Japanese-style pattern-making projects (requires 
newsletter subscription). 



 
●​ 5 out of 4 Patterns — Free pajama pants, leggings, and holiday ornament 

patterns. 

 

6. Communities & Alternative Channels 

●​ Pinterest — Search boards for free printable sewing pattern PDF. 
Always verify that the link leads to the original source, not a reposter. 

●​ Reddit — Communities r/sewing and r/freepatterns share direct links to 
legal free archives. 

●​ Instagram — Hashtags such as #freepatternfriday, 
#sewingpatternfree, and #pdfpatternfree. Many designers (e.g., 
Victory Patterns, Sew House Seven) publish free patterns in exchange for 
newsletter sign-ups via Stories. 

 

Summary: The Search Strategy 

1.​ Found a fabric you love? Visit the manufacturer’s website—90% of major 
brands maintain a Free Patterns section. 

2.​ Need a basic wardrobe staple? Check Helen's Closet, Grainline Studio, and 
SewCanShe for vetted, free foundational patterns. 

3.​ Want magazine-quality drafting? Use your library card to access Libby → 
Creativebug and digital sewing magazines. 

4.​ Looking for a video tutorial? Open the description box under YouTube sewing 
videos—direct PDF links are often hidden there. 

5.​ Need a custom size? Use Freesewing.org to generate patterns built to your 
exact measurements. 

By routing your search through these six channels, you can assemble a 

professional-grade pattern library without ever paying a premium for the template 

itself. 
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