Small-Space Sewing Storage Audit
Checklist

Complete This in One Weekend — Check Off Every Box

PHASE 1: DECLUTTER (Saturday Morning)

Pull every sewing item out of its current storage and pile it in one visible spot.
Sort into four boxes: Keep, Donate/Swap, Trash, Relocate (belongs in another
room).

e Scrap audit: toss or donate any fabric piece smaller than 4x4 inches you
haven't used in 12 months.

e Notion check: consolidate duplicate pins, needles, seam rippers, and bobbins
into one labeled spot.

e UFO count: unfinished objects go into one bin. If it overflows, finish or release
three items today.

e Apply the one-in, one-out rule: every new fabric you keep means releasing an
old scrap.

PHASE 2: ZONE YOUR SPACE (Saturday Afternoon)

e Measure your room (length x width). Write it here: ___ ft x ___ ft.
e Identify your three zones and mark them with painter's tape on the floor:
o Sewing zone: machine, chair, thread within arm's reach.
o Cutting zone: space for a self-healing mat (A1 or AO), rulers on wall.
o Pressing zone: ironing surface, iron, pressing ham within three steps.
Confirm each zone has access to an electrical outlet (mark with tape if not).
Check task lighting: clamp LED lamp at sewing zone; under-shelf strip at
cutting zone.

PHASE 3: VERTICAL STORAGE INSTALL (Saturday Evening)



e |dentify empty wall space above the machine and behind the door.
Install one wall-mounted solution:
o Pegboard or IKEA SKADIS (with hooks, bins, shelves).
o Thread rack holding 40-60 spools.
o Floating shelf for mini-bolt fabric display.
o Acrylic ruler wall rack.
e Mount a magnetic strip at eye level for bobbins, pins, seam gauge.
Hang an over-the-door shoe organizer (clear pockets) for notions.

PHASE 4: COMPACT STORAGE SETUP (Sunday Morning)

e Assemble and position a rolling cart (RASKOG or similar): top tier = thread,
middle = tools, bottom = scraps.
e Fold fabric stash using the mini-bolt method:
o 6x9-inch boards for fat quarters.
o 9x12-inch boards for yardage.
o Stand upright in KALLAX cube or on floating shelf.
e Set up foldable/multi-functional furniture:
o Drop-leaf or Murphy desk for sewing surface.
o Over-the-door ironing board.
o Ottoman with internal batting storage.

PHASE 5: CONTAINERIZE & LABEL (Sunday Afternoon)

e Standardize containers: choose one clear shoebox brand and stick with it.
Group like with like before boxing:
o All thread together.
o All zippers together.
o Allinterfacing together.
o All bias tape together.
e Label every container on the front and one short side (so it's visible from any
angle).
Leave 20% of every bin empty for new supplies.
Set up a WIP tracking system:
o Whiteboard or notes app with project name, due date, storage location.
o Label each WIP bin with project name and completion target.

PHASE 6: MAINTENANCE RHYTHM (Ongoing)



e Schedule a quarterly seasonal reset in your calendar: nextdate: ___/___/___.
Schedule a monthly scrap audit: nextdate: ___/___/___.
Adopt the 5-minute post-project reset: return every tool to its labeled home
before you leave the room.
e Schedule a quarterly stash-busting session: nextdate: ___/___/___.
Join one community resource for ongoing inspiration:
o r/sewing on Reddit.
o Local Buy Nothing group on Facebook.
o Pinterest board titled "Sewing Corner, [your dimensions]".

You finished the audit. Your small sewing space now has zones, vertical storage,
labeled containers, and a maintenance rhythm. Start your next project in a room that
works for you—not against you.
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