Checklist

This checklist is designed for aspiring sewists who are ready to purchase their
first portable machine but want to ensure they don't waste money on the wrong
model. Use this list before you buy to validate your choice, and keep it handy
afterwards to maintain your equipment properly.

Phase 1: Pre-Purchase Evaluation

Before you spend a dime, confirm the machine specs meet the
"beginner-friendly"” criteria.

e Verify the weight. Ensure the machine weighs between 11 and 16
pounds for stability without being too heavy to move.

e Check the bobbin type. Confirm the model features a top-loading
(drop-in) bobbin with a clear plastic cover for visibility.

e Count the essential stitches. Make sure the machine offers a straight
stitch, zigzag, and buttonhole stitch; ignore excessive decorative patterns.

e Look for a speed slider. Prioritize machines that have a manual speed
control slider on the body to prevent runaway stitching.

e Inspect the frame material. Read the specs to verify the internal frame is
made of metal, not plastic, to ensure durability.

e Measure your storage space. Check the dimensions of the machine to
ensure it fits on your intended shelf or in your closet.

Phase 2: The In-Store or Unboxing Test

Perform these physical checks at the shop or immediately after unboxing to
ensure quality.

e Test the foot pedal weight. Ensure the pedal feels substantial enough to
stay on the floor and not slide away while you work.

e Listen to the motor sound. Run the machine and listen for a smooth
hum; a loud clanking or grinding noise indicates poor build quality.



e Carry the machine. Lift the unit by the handle to confirm it is comfortable
enough to transport to a class or friend's house.

e Check the spool pin. Wiggle the spool pin gently to ensure it is sturdy
and not likely to snap off during regular use.

e Read the markings. Confirm that the needle plate has clear, legible
measurement lines for accurate seam allowances.

Phase 3: Setup and First Projects

Follow these steps to set up your workspace and start your sewing journey
correctly.

e Position your table. Set up your machine on a sturdy table at a height
where your elbows are bent at a 90-degree angle.

e Secure the machine. Place a non-slip rubber mat under the machine if
your table surface is slippery.

e Direct the light. Position an LED lamp to shine directly on the needle
plate to reduce eye strain.

e Select the right needle. Install a fresh Universal needle for cotton or a
Ballpoint needle if you are sewing knits.

e Thread with the foot up. Always raise the presser foot before threading
the top thread to ensure it engages the tension discs.

e Test on scraps. Sew a few lines on a scrap piece of fabric to check
tension before starting your actual project.

Phase 4: Regular Maintenance Routine

Keep your portable machine running smoothly by performing these tasks
regularly.

e Change the needle often. Replace the needle after every 8—10 hours of
sewing or after completing a large project.

e Dust the bobbin area. Use a small lint brush to remove fuzz from the
bobbin case after every few sessions.

e Avoid canned air. Never blow air into the machine; it pushes lint deeper
inside and adds moisture.

e Oil the hook race. Apply a single drop of sewing machine oil to the hook
race if your manual indicates it is necessary.



e Cover when idle. Always place the dust cover or case over the machine
when not in use to protect the mechanism.
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